
  

MAKING DISCIPLES 
(REACHING-TEACHING-TRAINING) 

           By: JSchrank



 
PRAYER LIFE 



WHAT IS PRAYER 
 Prayer is communication with God. Prayer includes listening, discussing, 

and giving thanks - not just asking for things. 

 Prayer is answered to preserve God’s good name. So God doesn’t 
answer prayer just to give us what we want; God does it to bring 
glory to his name.  

 Prayer is a Privilege. It is having fellowship with the creator of you and 
all things. What a wonderful gift and privilege it is to speak to and to be 
spoken to by God. 
 "Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 
Me. Revelation 3:20 

 Prayer is transformational. As we pray we are learning the heart of God. 
That in turn changes our thinking which changes our actions. 
But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of 

the Lord, are being transformed into the same image.  
2 Corinthians 3:18 



WHAT IS PRAYER 
 Prayer is being like Jesus.  Jesus has shown us many great examples of 

how he took the time to pray to the Father. 
He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in 

prayer to God. Luke 6:12  
The best prayer is a well-lived life day in and day out. 

  Prayer is being dependant on God.  This is a reminder of our surrender 
to God when we give our hearts to Him.  
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 

unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.  
I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. John 15:4-5 

Prayer is the difference between the best we can do and the best God 
can do. 

 

 

 



WHAT IS PRAYER 
 Prayer is how we are strengthened.  It’s a time where we allow God to 

recharge our spirit. Jesus received strength and assurance in his time of 
prayer. 
But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, 

praying in the Holy Spirit. Jude 1:20 
We need to ask God to give us the strength to stand firm, and the 

willpower to keep on keeping on.   

 Prayer is a memorial of God’s blessings and promises.  Just as Abraham 
and Moses built memorials to remember God’s promises, our prayer life 
needs to be one of keeping God’s blessings and promises before us.  
Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty 

things, which you do not know. Jeremiah 33:3 
 It good to revisit our spiritual memorials of where God answered our prayer. 



HOW TO PRAY – A Learning Process 
Luke 11:1 “Lord teach us to pray.” 
If we change the way we pray, everything changes. It changes 

the way we work, the way we parent and the way we lead. 
Prayer changes everything from the inside out. 
Wisdom is knowing how much you don’t know. 
Next time you pray try something new. Maybe a new posture. 

Kneel or pray walk. Try a new time. Do something different. 
Don’t get into a prayer rut. 
One of the greatest dangers we face spiritually is learning how 

and forgetting why.  
 
 
 

 



PRAYER MODEL EXPANDED  
 PRAISE -  Our Father which is in Heaven, Holy be thy 

                 Name. 

 PRIORITIES -  Let your Kingdom Come, Your Will Be Done on 
                         earth as it is in Heaven. 

 PROVISION -  Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread. 
PEOPLE - And Forgive Us Our wrongs against you As we Forgive 
                  those who have wronged us. 

 PROTECTION - And Lead Us Not Into Temptation, But  
                            Rescue Us from Evil. 
PRAISE - For yours is the Kingdom, and the Power and the 
                Glory Forever. AMEN. 

Matthew 6:9-13 



HOW NOT TO PRAY 
 When you pray, don’t babble on and on as people of other 

religions do. They think their prayers are answered merely by 
repeating their words again and again.  Don’t be like them, 
for your Father knows exactly what you need even before 
you ask him! Matthew 6:7-8  
We have no idea what we want God to do for us, and then we 

wonder why it seems like God isn’t doing anything for us. 

 For there is only one God and one Mediator who can 
reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus.  
1 Timothy 2:5 
We are to pray directly to God.   

 



WHEN TO PRAY 
 All the Time. 
Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 Before your Day Starts. 
LORD, in the morning you hear my voice. In the morning I lay 

it all out before you. Then I wait expectantly. Psalm 5:3  

 When you are troubled. 
Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you 

shall glorify Me." Psalm 50:15 
Let your anxious thoughts be prayer triggers. Think of worry as 

a prayer alarm. Every time it goes off put it to prayer. 

 

 



WHEN TO PRAY 
 When you sin. 
  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John1:9 
Consecration is a process of surrender that never ends. 
• The world has yet to see what God will do with and for and 

through  and in and by the man who is fully and wholly 
consecrated (set apart) to Him.” Dwight L. Moody 

 



WHERE TO PRAY (PUBLIC & PRIVATE) 
 Public 
So they removed the stone. Then Jesus raised His eyes, and said, 

“Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. I knew that You 
always hear Me; but because of the people standing around I 
said it, so that they may believe that You sent Me.”  
John 11:41-42 

 Private 
“When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites who love to pray 

publicly on street corners and in the synagogues where 
everyone can see them. I tell you the truth, that is all the reward 
they will ever get. But when you pray, go away by yourself, shut 
the door behind you, and pray to your Father in private. Then 
your Father, who sees everything, will reward you. 
Matthew 6:5-6  

 



CONCLUSION ON PRAYER 
    I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help 

them; intercede on their behalf, and give thanks for 
them.  Pray this way for kings and all who are in authority so 
that we can live peaceful and quiet lives marked by godliness 
and dignity.  This is good and pleases God our Savior,  who 
wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth.  For 
there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile 
God and humanity- the man Christ Jesus.  He gave his life to 
purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave 
to the world at just the right time.  And I have been chosen as 
a preacher and apostle to teach the Gentiles this message 
about faith and truth. I’m not exaggerating - just telling the 
truth. 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

 
 Excerpts from “Draw the Circle” by Mark Batterson  
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