
  

MAKING DISCIPLES 
(REACHING-TEACHING-TRAINING) 

           By: JSchrank



Christianity - First Steps  
 We all have come to know Christ through different experiences.  

But, not everyone has been taught what it means to follow Him. 

 Just as a baby learns to take its first steps, we all start in the same 
fashion learning to walk with Jesus.  

 So what’s next? 
 Bible Beginnings  
 Bible Study Helps 
 Christian Fellowship 
 Talking to God “Prayer” 
 The Lord’s Supper or Communion 
 Baptism  
  

 



 
 BIBLE BEGINNINGS   
(HOW DID WE GET)  



The Bible is inspired by God: 
 2 Timothy 3:16-17   
All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, 

for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  so that 
the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good 
work. 

 2 Peter 1:20-21 
But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a 

matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever 
made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoken from God. 



BIBLE BACKGROUND 
 The Bible is made up of 66 different books written over 

1600 years.  39 Old & 27 New Testament Books. 
 The Old Testament was mainly written in Hebrew, with 

some in Aramaic.  
 The New Testament was written in Greek. 
 Before the printing press, the Bible was copied by hand. 

Scribes as they were called developed intricate methods 
of counting words and letters to insure that no errors 
had been made.  

 The Bible was the first book ever printed on a printing 
press (Gutenberg  Press, Latin Bible).  
 
 



STUDY BIBLES 
 Formal equivalence or literal translations (sometimes 

called word-for-word translations). 
Recommended Study Bibles for Students  
 New King James Version (NKJV) 
 New American Standard Bible (NASB) 
 The English Standard Version (ESV) 
 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 Amplified Bible 
 

 



DAILY & DEVOTIONAL BIBLES 
 Dynamic equivalence attempts to understand the meaning of 

the original, and to convey that same meaning in the target 
language. 
New Living Translation (NLT) (Great for daily reading) 
The Daily Bible (NIV) (in Chronological order)  

 Paraphrase Bibles (using different words to achieve greater 
clarity) 
The Living Bible 
The Message 
The Voice 

 Hybrid Bible (Verbal and Dynamic balance) 
  Common English Bible 
New International Version (NIV) 
 
 





BIBLE BREAKDOWN 
 Most Bibles are broken down and contain the following: 
 However these are not inspired but helpful for referencing. 
Chapters - 
Verses - 
Cross References 
Commentaries 
Concordance 
Maps/Charts 

 The first Bible in English to use both chapters and verses was 
the Geneva Bible published shortly afterwards in 1560. 
 



BIBLE STUDY TECHNIQUES 
 Historical & Cultural Background – This refers to the 

original setting of Scriptures. 
 Why is this important?  
The NT was written over 2000 years ago. The OT was 

written over several centuries. 
Places have changed. 
Customs  have changed. 
Circumstances have changed. 

 But the Word still applies today and it is timeless. 
 
 



HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 To find the historical background of an entire book, you must 

answer questions about the author and those to whom he 
wrote (the audience). 

 Answer five questions about the author. 
Who was he? 
When did he write the book? 
What setting was he in? 
What relationship did he have with those to whom he wrote? 
What was his purpose?  

 No worries …A good study bible will help you answer all of 
these questions. 
 



CULTURAL BACKGROUND 
 To find the cultural background, you must answer 

specific details like the following:  
Social roles, values or customs 
Economic concerns 
Political matters 
Religious beliefs or practices 
 



CIRCLES OF LITERARY CONTEXT 

Reference: Introduction to Hermeneutics: How to the interpret the Bible. 



BIBLE STUDY TECHNIQUES 
 Literary Context – this refers to words that come before and after 

a verse. The true meaning of any verse is the meaning it has in its 
literary context. 

 Paragraph– a paragraph is the smallest circle of context that 
surrounds the text. Never try to interpret a verse by itself.  Always 
interpret a verse within its paragraph.  

 Subdivision – most bibles have subdivisions within the text of the 
chapters in each book. A subdivision may stretch over parts of two 
chapters. 

 Book Context – to get a better understanding of the authors 
intent text, try applying these three steps: 
 Find the purpose or theme of the book 
Relate the text in harmony with the structure and outline of the book 
Compare parallel passages in the same book that address the same 

subject.  
 
 
 



BIBLE STUDY TECHNIQUES 
 You can also study a text in the circle of the whole biblical 

context. Try using these three steps: 
Same author, different book - Example, Luke wrote the 

Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts, So you may try 
comparing a verse in Luke with a parallel verse in Acts. 
Same Testament, different author - Example you may 

compare Paul and John on the same topic. 
Different author, different testament - Example when 

reading Hebrews it may help to review what Moses wrote 
about the priesthood, sacrifices and the tabernacle. 

 



BIBLE STUDY TOOLS 
 Illustrated Dictionary of the Bible (Zondervan, Holman)  
 Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible (Strong’s) 
 NAVE’S Topical Bible 
 Commentaries (too many to list)   
 Online Study Tools: 
Blue Letter Bible: http://www.blueletterbible.org/ 
Biblegateway:  http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/ 
E sword: http://www.e-sword.net/ 
Bible Study Tools: http://www.biblestudytools.com/ 

 
 

 



STUDY THE WORD OF GOD 
 Spiritual growth comes by studying God's word. 
 Take time to read only if  it’s a few minutes to start. 
 Find a bible you like to read. Recommend the New Living 

Translation if you’re a beginner. 
 Have a plan when you read. Some bibles have a reading plan. 
  Have a notebook/journal  on hand to write down thoughts 

as you read.  
 



GROWING AS A CHRISTIAN  
  Studying is essential for becoming a mature Christian. 
    You have been believers so long now that you ought to be 

teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again 
the basic things about God’s word. You are like babies who need 
milk and cannot eat solid food.  For someone who lives on milk is 
still an infant and doesn’t know how to do what is right.  Solid 
food is for those who are mature, who through training have the 
skill to recognize the difference between right and wrong.  
Hebrews 5:12-14 
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